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Washington – Today, Congressman John Olver (1st-MA) announced                that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has awarded                $205,107 to the Montachusett Opportunity Council (MOC) to support                its Head Start projects.

               "MOC's Head Start program provides essential child care services                for families in northern Worcester County. This funding will allow                them to expand their services and increase their positive impact                on this area," Olver said.

               The grant awarded to MOC will allow the organization to add thirty-five                new slots to the present 438 slots for a total of 473. Twenty-five                of these slots will be part of a smaller group setting that features                health, nutrition, disabilities, education, parent involvement,                and social and mental health services for each family. Five new                homes will be established with five children in each home. Possible                locations include: Clinton, Leominster, Fitchburg, Gardner and Athol.

               The remaining ten slots will be contracted out to a private center                located in the Barre and Hardwick area that offers a comparable                array of services. Staff from the private center will attend Head                Start training.

               "Giving families the tools and support they need to raise children                that are healthy and ready for school is central to a successful                education system. I'm pleased that MOC has been recognized by the                Department of Health and Human Services," Olver said.

               This funding is an extension of an existing U.S. Health and Human                Services grant.

               For more information about MOC and their Head Start program, contact                Mae Beth Skidmore at (978)343-0185
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